
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Longford on Wednesday,
24th October 2018 at 4.00 p.m.
_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Seamus Butler, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Joe Flaherty, Peggy Nolan, 




Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.



IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.




Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.

APOLOGY:


Ms. Anne Lee, Meetings Administrator.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES  -  circulated
On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Monthly Meeting held on the 26th September 2018.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Mark McNerney informed the members that amendments were made to the wording of the byelaws for Coach Parking which was adopted at the September meeting.

Under Part 3 no 9 the following wording was inserted;

1.  Coaches shall only park on the Coach Stop at St Joseph’s NS, Dublin Rd during the following periods

· On school days between 10am and 12 Noon and after 4.30pm

· During school holidays and at weekends without restriction
On the proposal of Councillor Gerry Warnock and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan the amendments to the wording was adopted.
MANAGEMENT REPORT.
The October management report for October was not circulated in advance of the meeting at it was included with the printouts of the 3 year roads programme. The members noted this and asked for the report to be circulated after the meeting.

2019-2021 MULTI-ANNUAL RESTORATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME.
Eamon Bennett circulated the 2019- 2021 Multi Annual Restoration Improvement Programme to the members and outlined the following;
	2019  ROAD STRENGTHENING PROGRAMME
	

	From Ballykenny Bridge to Kilmore Lower 4 roads on N5(Part)
	€47,850

	From Cartrongeeragh 3 roads (East) to Cartrongeeragh 3 roads (West) near Churchland Bridge
	€78,191

	From Tully 3 roads to Lissanurlan 3 roads(Part)
	€83,591

	From N4  Newtownforbes at St. Mary's RC Church to  R198 at Cahanagh 4 roads(Part) . 
	€104,966

	
	

	From Stonepark 3 roads (at Dash Bridge) to Lisduff 4 roads(Part)
	€140,317

	From Clonbalt 3 roads (Link L. 15) to Minard 3 roads (Trunk T. 3)
	€165,257

	From Cahanagh 4 roads on R198 to Killeenatruan 4 roads
	€203,507

	From Aghareagh 3 roads on N5 to Longford Town Boundary at Cartrons Td(Part).
	€223,007

	From Tully 3 roads to Lissanurlan 3 roads(Part)
	€236,507

	Feraghfad Road from jcn with L-7008-0  to jcn with L - 5184 at Feraghfad
	€277,307

	Demesne Housing Estate from  Junction with L-3001(Part)
	€295,577

	From jn w N4 to Lisbrack Rd jcn (Part)
	€335,477

	
	€2,191,554

	
	

	  2020     ROAD STRENGTHENING PROGRAMME
	

	From Lismoy 3 roads (East) to Sragarrow 3 roads (South)
	€60,552

	Minard to Lismore (Moneylagan Lane) (Part)
	€84,177

	From Clooneen Bridge to County Boundary at Tomisky
	€101,577

	From Kilmacannon 3 roads (West) to Currygranny 3 roads (South)(Part)
	€119,127

	From Feraghfad 3 roads (Middle) to Feraghfad 3 roads (Link L. 18)
	€137,757

	From Whiterock 3 roads to Cooleeney 3 roads (West Trunk T. 3)(Part)
	€167,511

	From Leitrim 3 roads (West) to Newtownforbes 3 roads (at Convent)
	€198,831

	From Stonepark 3 roads (at Dash Bridge) to Lisduff 4 roads(Part)
	€234,849


	Feraghfad Road from jcn with L-7008-0  to jcn with L - 5184 at Feraghfad
	€250,074

	From Ballykenny Bridge to Kilmore Lower 4 roads on N5(Part)
	€295,532

	From Lisbrack Rd junctionn (Part)to with Abbeycartron road
	€335,132

	
	€1,985,119

	
	

	
	

	From Longford Town Boundary at Ballymakeegan Td to jcn w L - 7008(Part)
	€60,600

	From Whiterock 3 roads to Cooleeney 3 roads (West Trunk T. 3)(Part)
	€84,900

	From Kilmacannon 3 roads (West) to Currygranny 3 roads (South)(Part)
	€112,688

	From Leitrim 3 roads (West) to Newtownforbes 3 roads (at Convent)
	€169,238

	From Main road Stonepark to Tooman's and Feely's
	€199,096

	From Clooneen Bridge to County Boundary at Tomisky
	€232,214

	From Michael Mulvey's cottage to a pt opposite Kiernan Masterson's house in Kilmore Lower td
	€247,946

	From Leitrim 3 roads (West) to Newtownforbes 3 roads (at Convent)
	€272,306

	From Feraghfad 3 roads (North) to Feraghfad 3 roads (South)
	€294,244

	Dublin Road from jnc with R-393-297 & R-393-259 in knockahaw TD
	€335,494

	
	€2,008,726


On the proposal of Councillor Gerry Warnock and Seconded by Councillor Mae Sexton the 2019- 2021 Multi Annual Restoration Improvement Programme was adopted.

The members discussed the erection of speed warning signs within the Municipal District. Councillor Peggy Nolan said that Longford County Council appears to be the only local authority not using them. Councillor Gerry Warnock said that that consideration should be given to the installation of buildouts and speed ramps as an alternative to speed signs.

Eamon Bennett said that the emergency services were not in favour of speed ramps. Eamon said that he would refer this to the Road Design Office and ask them to make a presentation to the Members at the November meeting.
2019 GENERAL MUNICIPAL ALLOCATION.

John McKeon made a presentation on the 2019 general Municipal Allocation and outlined the following to the members;
The Local Property Tax was increased by 15% for 2019.

7.5% to be allocated to service €1.5m Loan to match fund €6m in Countywide Regeneration Projects.

7.5% to be allocated to Municipal Districts for 2019
Under the10 Year Plan 2018 – 2027 the following project are prioritised
Urban Regeneration Fund.

Longford Connected Project. (Cat.A).

Plaza’s Project. (Cat.A)

Camlin Quarter Masterplan (Cat.B)

Cat. A costs circa €2.4m - €600k match funding. 
John said that the 2018 GMA for the County as a whole was €279,000 made up as follows

· Tourism Promotion €60k

· Tidy Towns Grants €48k

· Town Twinning €36k

· Burial Ground Grants €15k

· Contributions to Voluntary Bodies €120k
He said that there is an opportunity to increase to €333k for 2019.
(Circa. 90% increase on 2017 allocation)
The overall GMA for the County in the period 2017 to 2019 is as follows
	Sub-Service
	GMA 2017
	Increase (60%)
	GMA 2018
	Increase (20%)
	GMA 2019

	Tidy Towns Grants
	€30,000
	€18,000
	€48,000
	€9,000
	€57,000

	Burial Grounds Grants
	€10,000
	€5,000
	€15,000
	€3,000
	€18,000

	Contributions to Voluntary Bodies
	€75,500
	€44,500
	€120,000
	€21,000
	€141,00

	Town Twinning
	€21,000
	€15,000
	€36,000
	€3,000
	€39,000

	Inter-Cultural Events
	-
	-
	-
	€6,000
	€6,000

	TOTAL GMA 
	€174,000
	€105,000
	€279,000
	€55,000
	€333,00


The following projects were funded from the members Countywide fund budget of €50,000
· Edgeworthstown District Development Association - €12,000

· Halloween Festival - €10,000
· Longford Community Games - €5,000

· Longford Vintage Club - €5,000

· Longford CCE - €3,000

· Longford County Social Services (Meals on Wheels) - €2,000

· Farrell Clan Rally - €2,000

· County Longford Show & County Fair- €2,000
· Longford Counselling Services (Phone System) - €1,370
· Longford County Choir - €1,000

· Friends of Chernobyl - €1,000
· County Longford Historical Society - €1,000

· Longford Feile - €1,000

· Lanesboro Boxing Club - €1,000

· Street Feast - €500

· COPD - €250
The following grant applications were made under the Outdoor Recreation infrastructure

· Annagh Lake €20,000
· Clondra to Tarmonbarry Footpath €20,000
· Aughnacliffe Waterfall €20,000

· Newcastle Woods Perimeter Walk  €20,000

· Royal Canal Abbeyshrule Section €20,000

· Springlawn Recreational Area €16,000
· Mosstown Mill €20,000

· Newcastle Woods to Royal Canal €200,000

· Lanesboro to Royal Canal €194,000

· Drumlish to Monaduff Footpath €200,000

· Kenagh to Mosstown €152,000

· Longford Town Royal Canal €474,000
Total Project Costs = €1.98m.
Grant Funding Sought = €1.355m.
Match-Funding Required = €625k. 
	Town/Village
	Total 
	Ballymahon 
	Granard 
	Longford 
	Project

	Balinalee 
	€100,000
	 
	€100,000
	 
	Develop Interpretive Centre/Café and upgrade historical monument.

	Ballinamuck
	€22,800
	 
	€22,800
	 
	Upgrade of Interpretative Centre 

	Ballymahon
	€100,000
	€100,000
	 
	 
	Provision of Business Car Parking Spaces

	Edgeworthstown
	€100,000
	€100,000
	 
	 
	Fitout of Business Hub

	Granard
	€87,600
	 
	€87,600
	 
	Convert empty building to Interpretative Centre/Cafe

	Legga
	€67,200
	 
	€67,200
	 
	Interpretative Centre in old School Building

	Newtowncashel
	€28,256
	€28,256
	 
	 
	Fountain with Landscape & Seating 

	Stonepark
	€80,000
	
	
	€80,000
	Pathway linking Village & Greenway

	Total 
	€585,856
	€228,256
	€277,600
	€80,000
	 


CLÁR 2018 Project Submissions are as follows
· St. Matthew’s NS Safety Upgrade - €50,000
· Samthann NS Safety Upgrades - €50,000
· St.Pat’s Ballinamuck Safety Upgrade - €43,560 
· Gleann School Car Park & Lights - €15,365
· Kenagh Community Centre Car Park - €26,650
· Mullinaghta Community Path Upgrade - €24,795
· St. Mary’s NS Drumlish Car Park  - €26,560
· Scoil Bhride, Killasonna Car Park - €26,355
· Aughnagarron School Path & Safety Upgrade €27,900
· Annagh Water Sports Car Park Upgrade €42,220 
· Moyne Community School – Multi-Purpose Training €18,365
· Athletics Track – St.Mary’s Edgeworthstown €50,000
· Cullyfad Community Play Area - €44,950
· Lanesboro Primary School Pitch - €50,000
· Lisryan Sportsfield Development - €35,825
Overall matched funding is as follows

	FUNDING
	•Urban Regeneration
	•Rural Regeneration
	•Towns & Villages
	•Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
	•CLAR
	Total

	PROJECT COSTS
	•€2.4m
	•€4.4m
	•€703k
	•€2m
	•€586k
	10.1m

	MATCHED FUNDING
	•*€600k
	•*€1.1m
	•€117k
	•€625k
	•€53k
	2.495m


Urban and Rural regeneration matched funding is to be provided by way of a loan for 1.5m to be funded by 50%of the upward variation in the LPT.

	LONGFORD GMA SUB SERVICE ALOLOCATION- SUGGESTED
	

	Division
	Subservice
	Longford MD 2018
	Increase
	Longford Pro Rata 2019

	Development Management
	Tourism Promotion
	€20,000
	NIL
	€20,000.00

	Recreation & Amenity
	Tidy Towns Grants
	€24,000
	€6,000
	€30,000.00

	Recreation & Amenity
	Special Projects Grants
	€49,000
	€12,000
	€61,000.00

	 
	GRAND TOTAL
	€93,000
	€18,000
	€111,000.00


All the members thanked John for an excellent presentation. Councillor Gerry Warnock proposed that the GMA for 2019 be adopted. This was seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan.
Councillor Mae Sexton asked if expenditure could be broken down by Municipal District?

John McKeon said that the schedule of Municipal District works shows where road funding is spent. He said that he will endeavour to get information on the amount that is spend on housing within the Municipal District. 
ARTWORK FROM NOYAL.
The Cathaoirleach Seamus Butler briefed the members on the background to a piece of artwork that is being given by the representatives from Noyal. He said that they are due to arrive for the switching on of the Christmas Lights on 30th November next. The Cathaoirleach suggested that Rue Noyal would be a suitable location. Councillor Peggy Nolan was not in agreement and said that a buildout would be required for the piece of art.
It was agreed by the members to refer this matter to the County Architect.

The Cathaoirleach noted that the members were not notified about the sign for backstage theatre which has been erected on the Market Square. Councillor Peggy Nolan propose that in future any proposed artwork be considered by the Municipal District members first.

This was seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock.   
FREE PARKING ARRANGEMENTS DURING CHRISTMAS PERIOD.

Mark McNerney proposed the following date for free parking in off street car parks for Christmas 2018

Friday 30th November 2018

Saturday 1st, 8th and 15th December 2018

From Saturday 22nd to January 2nd 2019

This was in line with free parking arrangements for Christmas 2017

The above dates were proposed by Councillor Gerry Warnock and Seconder By the Cathaoirleach Seamus Butler.
Councillor Joe Flaherty asked what the cost would be of providing on street parking for Christmas. 

Mark McNerney said that he would not be able to put a figure on this. It was agreed that a report on cost would be prepared for the January meeting.
Update on the extinguishment of Right of Way at Dun Darrach

John McKeon updated the Members on the current status of the extinguishing of the right of way at Dun Darragh and said that communication and negotiations are ongoing at present.

The Cathaoirleach Seamus Butler requested a detailed drawing of proposed works and suggested that any materials required should be ordered in advance in order to avoid delays.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Pruning of Trees.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by 

Councillor Peggy Nolan.
“I call on Longford County Council to have the trees at College Park on the Ballinalee Road and
 also the trees on the way out to the Ballinalee Road roundabout, pruned as appropriate.”

In response Eamon Bennett said that he would arrange for a contractor to do this work.

Councillor Peggy Nolan said that there were trees dead in a number of estates and they should be replaced by the Council.

Councillor Mae Sexton suggested that funding could by provided to residents in these estates through the GMA.   John McKeon said that this would be the correct way of dealing with this.
Councillor Joe Flaherty asked for any trees that have fallen down in estates after storms to be removed.
Eamon Bennett said that all crews are prioritising work on roadworks programme until the end of November.

Reception of Veronica Naughton and Marie Hand.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by 

Councillor Mae Sexton  

“I call on Longford Municipal Authority to honour Veronica Naughton and Marie Hand who are 
stepping down after twenty plus years of ceaseless commitment to and fundraising on behalf of
the Irish Cancer Society. These ladies were driving forces behind the annual Daffodil Day 

collection in the county - a corner stone of the Cancer Society's fundraising.”

It was agreed by the members to hold a reception for Marie Hand and Veronica Naughton at 5:45pm on Friday 30th November 2018
CORRESPONDENCE – circulated

Extract from Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on the10th September regarding a ban on motorised vehicles on the walkways in the Albert Reynolds Peace Park.
The members noted correspondence received from the Joint Policing Committee

A.O.B.
Cllr. Gerry Warnock highlighted the great work done by the Council and Longford Tidy Towns in the IBAL results. He complemented the Litter Warden Paraic McGee was doing in the area of litter. Councillor Warnock said that the Litter Warden has issued 130 fines so far this year and there is an average of 10 to 12 fines issued weekly at the bottle banks in the Tesco carpark. He said that it was very important for members to row in behind this effort.

All the members acknowledged the great work done by the Litter Warden.

Councillor Peggy Nolan requested that an application be forwarded to the Department seeking approval to employ a Town Sargent.
Councillor Nolan requested that the following works be commenced in the cemetery at Ballymacormack;

Facilities for dumping of wreaths and flowers

Ducting for underground cables

Memorial Wall for internment of Ashes

Online records of Burial plots similar to Glasnevin Cemetery.

Councillor Nolan requested an update on the work for at the January meeting.
Councillor Mae Sexton complemented Kieran Woods, caretaker in Ballymacormack cemetery on the great work carried out in the cemetery. The members fully supported Councillor Sexton’s comments.

Mark McNerney informed the members that additional carparking works had commenced at the Government offices, Ballinalee Road on Monday last 21st October. The members noted this.

The Cathaoirleach Seamus Butler requested that consideration be given to the introduction of a subsidised scheme for waste collection similar to Limerick city...The members agreed that this matter should be referred to the Environment SPC for consideration.
John McKeon informed the members that he is proposing to advertise for expressions of interest in relation to the provision of a coffee dock/container in the vicinity of the mall leisure area. The members unanimously supported this initiative.

Councillor Joe Flaherty requested that Clondra playground be inspected to ensure this it is up to standard.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed: ______________
_
             Mark McNerney

             Administrative Officer
Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the
28th November 2018.
Signed: _______________

               Cathaoirleach.
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